Body temperature and heart rate rhythms in acutely head-injured patients.
This descriptive pilot study investigated the circadian (24-hour) rhythms of heart rate and temperature in acutely head-injured patients and the relationships between these variables. The convenience sample consisted of 10 patients who were admitted to the hospital with the diagnosis of acute head injury. Patel's Method of Partition was used to estimate rhythmicity. Only one patient demonstrated circadian rhythms for body temperature and heart rate with the peaks occurring at appropriate times. While three other patients had significant rhythms for these variables, the rhythms had cycles of less than 24 hours and peaks occurring at inappropriate times. Although significant correlations were found between body temperature and heart rate rhythms, they were low.